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again to fulfill the promise of salvation. We pray that we will continue to be watchful as we 
anticipate that great day. 

The third Sunday of Advent is also called Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete, a Latin word which 
means “rejoice,” is taken from the entrance antiphon for Sunday's Mass. This theme is echoed 
in today's second reading from the first Letter to the Thessalonians. It is a reminder that Advent 
is a season of joy because our salvation is already at hand. 

Family Connection 

In family life, we learn to trust other people for protection and care. This experience of trust 
within the family enables children to believe us when we testify about our faith in Jesus. John 
the Baptist was believed by those who heard him because he helped them to recognize Jesus 
in their midst. In our family life, we hope and pray that we lead one another to recognize Jesus' 
presence in our world. 

As you gather as a family, recall that during the Advent season we are invited to pay particular 
attention to the signs of Jesus' presence in our world. Consider some of the signs of Jesus' 
presence that you have experienced. During Advent, we remember how John the Baptist 
prepared the way for Jesus. Read together today's Gospel, John 1:6-8,19-28. Discuss the signs 
of Jesus' presence in our world that you named and explain what these signs tell us about God 
and God's love for us. Pray together that your family will be led to recognize that Jesus is 
present among us. Read and pray together the psalm for today's Mass, the Magnificat (Luke 
1:46-55). 

Magnificat 

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior; 
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
 
From this day all generations will call me blessed: 
the Almighty has done great things for me, 
and holy is his Name. 
 
He has mercy on those who fear him 
in every generation. 
 
He has shown the strength of his arm,  
he has scattered the proud in their conceit. 
 
He has cast down the mighty from their thrones, 
and has lifted up the lowly. 
 
He has filled the hungry with good things, 
and the rich he has sent away empty. 
 
He has come to the help of his servant Israel 
for he has remembered his promise of mercy, 
the promise he made to our fathers, 
to Abraham and his children forever. 


