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Jesus takes his response one step further. He asks that his questioners examine the 
coin. Agreeing that it is Caesar's image on the coin, Jesus tells them that it must belong 
to Caesar. Avoiding the question of lawfulness altogether, Jesus answers their question 
with simple logic. Then, going further still, Jesus tells them that their obligation is to pay 
to God that which belongs to God. 

Jesus' response to the Herodians and Pharisees suggests the ethic that Christians 
ought to adopt. It reminds us of the importance of keeping things in their proper 
perspective. Do we attach ourselves to worldly things at the expense of the love and 
honor that we owe to God? 

Family Connection 

Payment of taxes is unlikely to be a disputed issue in your family. Yet families can still 
learn something from this Gospel reading. Jesus' answer to the Herodians and 
Pharisees redirects their question to focus on the issue of greatest importance: loving 
and honoring God. Taking this perspective can help us make good judgments about the 
competing issues of importance in our lives. 
 
As your family gathers, make a list of the activities that your family spends time doing 
together, such as household tasks, jobs, academics, and recreational activities. Talk 
about the importance of each of these activities. Ask what would happen if there were 
an imbalance in our attention to these activities and we spent too much time on one 
activity at the expense of another. 

In today's Gospel Jesus reminds us of the necessity of giving things their proper 
importance. Read Matthew 22:15-21. The Herodians and Pharisees were giving too 
much importance to the issue of the payment of taxes. Jesus reminds them that loving 
and honoring God is of greater importance. In family life we do many important things, 
but we remember that God is of the greatest importance in our lives. Pray together that 
your family will learn to keep things in proper perspective, remembering to keep God 
first in your lives. Pray together today's psalm, Psalm 96. 

 


