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Today's Gospel has a parallel in Mark 12:1-12. There are some notable differences, however. In 
Matthew's version, the religious leaders condemn themselves; in Mark's Gospel, Jesus answers 
his own question. Matthew names the religious leaders as Pharisees and chief priests. Clearly 
this Gospel shows the tension that was mounting between Jesus and the Jewish religious 
leaders who thought that his message was dangerous. Matthew's Gospel was written about 70 
years after Jesus' death and reflects the conflicts and tensions found in the Christian community 
for whom Matthew was writing. Many biblical scholars believe that the tension between Matthew's 
community and their Jewish neighbors can also be heard in today's reading. 

This Gospel reminds us of the importance of listening to God's word. God speaks to us in many 
ways—through Scripture, through our Church tradition, in our Church's teaching, and through 
modern-day prophets. Are we attentive and receptive to God's word to us through these 
messengers? 

Family Connection 

In an ideal household, family members know the rules and follow them consistently. Even the 
most conscientious among us, however, sometimes needs to be reminded of the rules and their 
importance. How we respond to such correction reveals our true character. In today's Gospel 
Jesus exposes the religious leaders for their failure to heed God's messengers. It is an 
opportunity for us to consider how we respond to those who are God's messengers today, calling 
us to correct our ways and return to the way of the Lord. 

As you gather as a family, talk about some of the most important rules of your household. 
Consider how consistently family members follow these rules. How are family members reminded 
when rules are not being followed? How do they respond? In today's Gospel Jesus corrects the 
religious leaders through a parable telling them that they have not heeded God's messengers. 
Read Matthew 21:33-43. What are some of God's rules that we must follow? How do we respond 
to God's messengers today? Pray together as a family that you will heed God's messengers and 
follow God's ways. Pray together the Act of Contrition for the times when your family has not 
heeded God's word. 

Act of Contrition  

My God, 
I am sorry for my sins with all my heart. 
In choosing to do wrong 
and failing to do good, 
I have sinned against you 
whom I should love above all things. 
I firmly intend, with your help, 
to do penance, 
to sin no more, 
and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. 
Our Savior Jesus Christ 
suffered and died for us. 
In his name, my God, have mercy. 
 
The English translation of the Act of Contrition from Rite of Penance © 1974, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. (ICEL). All rights 
reserved. 


