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The warning Jesus gives against seeking places of honor in the community was directed as 
much toward the Christian community as the named Jewish leaders. Indeed, it is a warning that 
resonates with us today. Christian leadership is a call to service for the glory of God; those who 
would be leaders among us must, like Jesus, be servants of all. 

Family Connection 

“Do as I say, not as I do.” How many of us have been tempted to say this to our children? In 
today's Gospel we hear a resounding reply from Jesus, “Practice what you preach.” Those who 
know us best, our family and especially our children, can identify the inconsistencies between 
what we want to teach and the example that we give. The challenge for all of us, especially for 
those of us who are parents, is to model with consistency the faith and the Christian way of life 
we wish to teach our children. 

As you gather as a family, talk about what it means to practice what you preach. Identify some 
examples of people you know who practice what they preach. What do you observe about these 
people? What do you admire about them? 

In today's Gospel, we hear Jesus talk about the importance of acting in ways that are consistent 
with our faith. Read together today's Gospel, Matthew 23:1-12. Talk together about ways in which 
your family might better practice the faith that you profess. Choose one action to take that will 
show your faith in action. Pray together that your family's faith will be shown consistently in your 
actions. Pray the Prayer for Vocations. 

Prayer for Vocations  

God, in Baptism you called me by name 
and made me a member of your people, the Church. 
Help all your people to know their vocation in life, 
and to respond by living a life of holiness. 
For your greater glory and for the service of your people, 
raise up dedicated and generous leaders 
who will serve as sisters, priests, brothers, deacons, and lay ministers. 
 
Send your Spirit to guide and strengthen me  
that I may serve your people  
following the example of your Son, Jesus Christ,  
in whose name I offer this prayer.  
Amen. 

 


