Peace and Justice Group – Deaneries IV & V

Minutes of January 13, 2009 Meeting

St. Vincent de Paul Parish, Huntington Beach
“If you want peace, work for justice” Pope Paul VI

Dale Jimenez, the newly elected Chairperson, began the meeting at 7:10 p.m. 
Donna Rustvold led a Blessing and Commissioning prayer for the deanery officers.  
Present   Dan Jiru, Donna Rustvold, Dale Jimenez, John Gallagher, Sylvia Valdez, Beate Nguyen
Parishes Represented 

Deanery IV   Blessed Sacrament, St. Columban, St. Callistus
Deanery V    St. Anne’s Seal Beach, Sts. Simon and Jude, St. Vincent de Paul 

Parish Not Represented

Deanery IV:  Korean  Martyrs, St. Hedwig, St. Irenaeus, St. Polycarp
Deanery V    Holy Family (Seal Beach), Holy Spirit, St. Bonaventure, St. Joachim, St. John the Baptist, St. Mary by the Sea (Huntington Beach)
Roundtable
St. Callistus  Beate apologized for not being here for the past several months.  She finished her masters in mid-December and has been ill since.

St. Anne’s   Dan feels like he is starting from scratch.   A few of the people who have been going to the LA Catholic Worker have had to back out.  He will meet with the group (6 people left).  He questions: “How do we put a little more life in our group?”  They were very successful collecting blankets and clothing to bring to the Catholic Worker.

Blessed Sacrament  John passed a memo with the flyer for the Teach-In attached to the parish leadership encouraging them to attend and offering to be the parish contact for information distributed at the meeting.  John plans to invite parishioners to join him and Dan’s group at LA Catholic Worker on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

St. Columban  Sylvia reported the yesterday, January 12th, was National Trafficking Day.  St Columban opened the parish hall to see a film after Mass on Human Trafficking and offered information and contacts for those who attended.
Sts. Simon & Jude  Donna said that Colman Mall—an Alternative Gift Fair—was successful, a  committee is working with the Youth Group and school planning to support Concern America’s Walk Out of Poverty, and another committee is working with the Catechetical and Stewardship Board planning Earth Day as part of the Intergenerational Program called Lif.  Another committee is working on preparing a Webpage on Social Justice for the parish.

Holy Spirit  Pat Goodman is ill and sent a message reporting that they are working with the Confirmation Service Projects.  Holy Spirit will be hosting SHIP March 12-21.  They are promoting Concern America’s Walk Out of Poverty, April 4th.

St. Vincent de Paul  Dale related that St. Vincent’s Annual New Year’s Eve Vigil for Peace was a success.  It began at 7:00 p.m. with Mass followed by adoration in the chapel.  There was a decade of the rosary at the top of every hour and peace prayers in between.  Mercy House (founded by their pastor, Fr. Jerome Karcher) is overseeing the Orange County Cold Weather Shelter this year and the parish has been actively supporting that effort.  Dale is trying a different approach with promoting social justice at the parish.  She’ll post the minutes from the Deanery and Diocesan Justice and Peace meetings on the parish website.
Network Task Force Meeting
Teach-In  discussed: panel and hand-outs; how to increase participation, and role of parish when helping with the housing situation.
Lenten Hunger for Justice Campaign  discussed two possibilities: Operation Rice Bowl or the Catholic Campaign for Peace in the Holy Land, how to get commitments: Cards? or Sign-up sheets?
Beate suggested that the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulcher would probably support any needs if it is decided to focus on the Catholic Campaign for Peace in the Holy Land.  She will contact Georgeann with this information and keep John and Dale informed.
JustFaith Grad Dinner with Jack Jezreel on February 28: looking for a JustFaith Grad to share his/her  witness story regarding what has been accomplished after finishing the program.

Quarterly Meetings will probably be scheduled on a week night to cut back on costs and hopefully bring in more people (costs more to use Marywood facility on weekends). 
2009-What do we want to accomplish?
· John mentioned that Georgeann has talked about visiting the priests’ deanery meetings and requesting that they invite representatives to the Peace & Justice Deanery.  It is hoped that this effort by Georgeann will help with getting deanery representatives.
· John suggested that a list of parish, diocesan activities, etc. be made available for distribution.
He offered to do it.

· Dan would like to see the deanery put together a booklet with steps for parents to talk with their children about joining the military.  The booklet would look at what it means to be Catholic and what it means to be patriotic.  

Beate suggested combining the teachings toward peace and give alternatives, such as the Peace Corps or organizations in New Orleans—show how to be patriotic without being in the military.  

The term “Instruments of Peace” was presented as a focus.  

John suggested that J&P Deanery members come to the next meeting with his/her own answer to this question:  when I’m asked about war, this is what I’d say.

Donna questions: is this project in line with our mission as a deanery?

Business
The November minutes were approved at the December meeting and there were no minutes at the December meeting.

Upcoming meetings:

February 10:
Blessed Sacrament and John will prepare the prayer
March 10:
Sts. Simon & Jude and Donna will prepare the prayer
Respectfully submitted,

Donna Rustvold
Recording Secretary 
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