PRAYERS

For Those in Poverty

God of justice and compassion,

We ask forgiveness for the widening gulf between rich and poor,
For the use of money as a measure of all things,
For the culture of self-gratification,
For the continuing disparities between those that have so much

 and those who have so little.
And for the suffering of those people who are excluded from the table of abundance.

Forgive us for our focus on material goods,
And our part in the worship of economic growth
In a world where resources are limited
and where we are already using more than our fair share.

Forgive us for going along with what is easy,
For failing to come to grips with the problems of change 
And to engage in the complexity of social issues.

Fill us with a living faith that we may become lively seeds of your kingdom,
Continually growing in your way of love,
Instruments of personal and social reconciliation,
Vehicles for a new dawn when those in poverty 
Are welcomed to the table where compassion and justice meet.

Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our Prayer.
Based on a prayer by Alan Litherland

Prayer for the Work Against Poverty

Christ, who showed great compassion to the poor, 
give us compassion toward those in poverty. 
Your wish is for all of your children to live with dignity, 
with adequate food, shelter, health care and education. 
Help us take up your work as a community of faith 
and guide us as we seek just solutions to the poverty in our midst.
Amen.
Education for Justice
Prayer to Make Poverty History

Lord of Life,
Open our eyes to make us:
Aware of the poverty suffered by others;
Aware of the immorality of allowing that suffering to take place;
Aware of our rights as citizens to be heard;
Aware of the men, women and children dying as we speak;
Aware that our solidarity gives us strength;
Aware that our leaders may turn a deaf ear but Almighty God hears our cry;
And aware that only together can we: Make Poverty History.

Give us the strength and determination to work towards solutions
and policy changes that can free our sisters and brothers
around the world from the chains of poverty.
Inspire us to challenge our leaders to make debt relief
and fighting poverty a priority,
and make our voices loud and clear.

Amen.
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